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Public  Health  Department ^ 

East  Elloe  Rural  District  Council^ 
"Mattimore  House'' ^ 

HOLBEACH, 

Spalding^  Lines. 

Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  ODDice??  of  Health 

For  the  Year  i 96.3 


Mr.  Chairman^  Madam.,  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  Report  on  the 
health  of  your  district  for  the  year  I963. 

The  health  statistics  for  the  year  continued  to  be 
satisfactory,  and  there  were  no  deaths  from  infectious  diseases. 
The  District  has  for  a long  time  been  free  from  diphtheria  (the 
last  case  was  in  1945)  and  poliomyelitis  (last  case  in  1951)? 
and  this  can  largely  be  attributed  to  immunization  of  a high 
proportion  of  the  population  at  risk.  The  percentages  of  the 
various  age  groups  v/ho  have  been  immunized  against  diphtheria, 
and  vaccinated  against  polio,  given  lat'er  in  the  Report,  are 
above  the  national  average.  The  price  of  freedom  from  these 
diseases  is  of  course,  continued  immunization,  and  there  is  no 
room  for  complacency.  Unfortunately  there  has  been  some  decline 
in  recent  years,  in  the  percentage  of  children  aged  1-5  years, 
who  have  been  immunized  against  diphtheria.  In  1962  and  1 963 
only  Just  over  half  the  children  of  this  age  group  were  immunized - 
a few  years  ago  the  percentage  was  much  higher.  I suspect  that 
there  is  a tendency  for  some  mothers  not  to  bother  having  their 
babies  immunized.  Fortunately  the  County  School  Health  Service 
manages  to  ensure  that  most  of  such  children  receive  immunization 
when  they  reach  school  age,  but  in  the  meanv/hile,  they  are 
unprotected,  I would  urge  all  parents  of  children  under  school 
age  to  make  sure  that  they  receive  immunization  ~ it  is  still 
necessary. 


In  January  1963?  there  was  an  outbreak  of  Sonne 
dysentery  at  Fleet,  and  96  people  were  confrrmed  as  cases  or 
carriers.  Dysentery  seems  to  be  prevalent  in  the  schools  of 
this  country,  and  it  must  be  admitted  that  none  of  the  various 
methods  of  control  are  very  effective.  In  this  District  we  have 
added  disadvantages,  as  this  is  one  of  the  areas  where  epidemic 
v/inter  gastro-enteri tis  is  prevalent,  and  excessive  consumption 
of  locally  grown  fruit  is  also  a fairly  common  cause  of  diarrhoea. 
It  is^  rarely  possible  to  tell  clinically  whether  a child  with 
diarrhoea  is  suffering  from  mild  dysentery  or  not,  and  bacter- 
iological tests  have  to  be  done  to  give  the  ansv/er.  I am  grate- 
ful to  the  doctors  and  teachers  v;ho  co-operated  by  passing  on 
the  namies  of  suspected  dysentery  patients  to  the  Public  Health 
Department,  so  that  these  tests  could  be  arranged. 
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I feel  that  I ought  to  make  some  mention  of 
the  fact  that  the  urbanised  parts  of  the  District^  Hclheach^ 
Long  Suttorip  and  Sutton  Bridge  do  not  have  a satisfactory 
sev/age  disposal  system;  hut  it  is  hard  to  find  anything  to 
say  on  this  sugject  that  has  . not  already  ‘been  said  in 
Annual  Reports  of  the  past  30  years.  The  Tjresent  arrange- 
ments where  crude  sewage  is  discharged  into  open  water- 
courses are  responsible  for  constantly  recurring  nuisance ^ 
and  although  this  might  be  palliated  by  piping  in  the 
affected  dykes,,  the  only  real  cure  would  be  a proper  mains 
sewerage  system,  for  each  township.  Lack  of  a proper  sev/age 
disposal  system  has  its  unfortunate  repercussions  on  food 
hygiene 5 as  food  premises  in  the  District  often  have  to  go 
easy  on  the  amount  of  water  used  for  cleaning  etc.^  lest 
their  cesspools  should  fill  up  too  quickly.  A few  food 
premises  do  not  have  cesspools  or  other  arrangements  for 
foul  drainage 9 and  thus  have  to  use  pail  closets;  and  the 
close  proximity  of  such  arrangements  to  food  rooms  mitigates 
against  food  hygiene^  to  say  the  leasti  Let  us  hope  that 
a start  m.ay  soon  be  rnnde  on  the  long-deferred  mains  sewerage 
of  the  East  Elloe  towns. 

Although  a fair  number  of  unfit  houses  v/ere 
demolished  or  closed  during  the  year^  a large  percentage  of 
these  were  dwellings  that  had  become  vacant.  Pev/  nev/ 

Council  houses  v/ere  built^  and  only  a small  proportion  of 
these  were  made  available  for  rehousing  families  from  unfit 
houses.  Unfortunately  no  progress  was  made  during  the  year 
in  the  provision  of  accommodation  f or  problem  families 
although  in  November  1962^  the  Housing  Committee  gave 
approval  to  the  principle  that  old  houses  be  converted  to 
provide  such  accomimodation.  A number  of  possible  houses 
for  conversion  were  mentioned  at  meetings  of  the  Public 
Health  Committee ^ but  no  action  was  taken. 

There  are  still  a considerable  number  of  unfit 
houses  in  every  parish  of  this  District,,  and  it  will  not 
be  possible  to  make  real  progress  in  dealing  with  this 
situation  until  more  Council  houses  are  built^  and 
allotted  for  slum  clearance.  In  planning  their  building 
programme  I hope  the  Housing  Committee  will  take  account 
of  the  numbers  of  badly  unfit  houses  in  the  various 
parishes 9 that  ought  to  be  dealt  with  when  new  housing  is 
made  available. 

I would  like  to  express  my  thinks  to  t he  Chief 
Public  Health  Inspector^  Mr,  Hitchings  for  his  help^  and 
to  the  other  officers  in  the  Department  for  their 
conscientious  v/ork, 

I am^  Madam 9 Gentlemen^ 

Yours  faithfully^, 

J. Mather  Morfitt. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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STATISTICS  AIMD  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AI^EA 


The  District  covers  an  area  of  849597  acres » 

Resident  population  1961  census:  22<,052o 

The  estimated  resident  population^  mid-  1963*  225IIO0 

The  rateable  value  as  at  1st  April  1963s  £42498750 

The  sum  represented  hy  a one-penny  rate  at  31st  March  1963:  £1695 

The  number  of  irJiabitated  houses  in  the  rate  book  on  31  o3.63:72l8 

Estimated  average  number  of  persons  per  inhabitated  house: 

Average  nimiber  of  acres  per  person:  3 *830 
Average  number  of  persons  per  square  mile:  I67. 

Humber  of  acres  per  inhabitated  house;  11 *770 

The  East  Elloe  Rural  District  was  enlarged  under  the 
County  Review  of  1932  and  nov/  includes  the  de-urbanised  parishes 
of  Holbeachj,  Long  Sutton  and  Sutton  Bridge.  It  occupies  about 
one  third  of  the  Holland  Division  of  Lincolnshire,  To  the  North 
is  the  Washj  to  the  East  the  Marshland  Rural  District  in  the 
County  of  Norfolk  and  the  Wisbech  Rural  District  in  the  Isle  of 
Ely,  The  Wisbech  Rural  5)istrict  also  borders  the  Southern  part 
of  the  District  whilst  to  the  West  is  the  Spalding  Rural  District 
in  the  County  of  Lincolnshire. 

The  land  is  very  fertile  and  agriculture  and  horticulture 
are  the  principal  industries.  Large  quantities  of  potatoes^  beanSj, 
carrots,  sugar-beet,  corn,  fruit,  flowers  and  bulbs  are  produced 
each  year.  Increasing  numbers  of  sheep  and  cattle  are  being 
raised. 

Other  industries  include  flour-milling,  canning  of 
fruits  and  vegetables,  making  of  fruit  containers,  agricultural 
engineering  and  there  is  a large  sav/mill  and  joinery  v/orks. 

The  growth  of  chemical  spraying  on  crops  has  led  to  the 
establishment  of  several  contracting  businesses  for  this  work. 
Another  developing  industry  is  that  of  vegetable  preparation. 
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Births 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Livehirths . 

Legitimate 

1 60 

1 61 

321 

Illegitimate 

7 

8 

15 

■ 

i 67 

1 69 

336 

Stillhirths , 

Legitimate 

5 

4 

9 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

5 

-d 

9 

Deaths 

All  ages:- 

Death  rate  per  1^000  populationo 

145 

1 22 

1 2o1 

2£l 

Deaths  during  first  year  of  life:- 

Legitimate 

1 

6 

7 

Illegitimate 

1 

— 

1 

■" 

VRSwr utaar  ^ 

2 

6 

8 

Neonatal  Deaths:- 

Legitimate 

1 

4 

5 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

1 

4 

5 

All  the  five  neonatal  deaths  occurred  in  the  first 
week  of  life.  Three  of  these  deaths  were  due  to 
prematurity. 
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Statistics  relatinp;  to  mothers  and  infants  o 

Live  Births  - iTumherc  336 

Rate  per  1^000  populatiorio  15*2 

Illegitimate  Live  Births  per  cent  of  total  l?Lve  Births*  4*5 

Stillhirths  - Numher  9 

Rate  per  1^000  total  live  and  stillbirths  26*1 

Total  live  and  Still  Births  345 

Infant  Deaths  (Deaths  under  1 year)  8 

Irfant  Mortality  Rates. 

Total  infant  deaths  per  1^000  total  live  births  23*8 

Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1^,000  legitimate 

live  births.  21 *8 

Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1^000  Illegitimate 

live  births  66 • 7 

Leo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  4 v/eeks  per 

1,000  total  live  births).  14*9 

Early  Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  1 week 

per  1,000  total  live  births)  14*9 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  (stillbirths  and  deaths  under 
1 week  combined  per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths)  40o6 

Maternal  Mortality  (including  abortion). 

Number  of  deaths  i 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths.  2*9 
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Births 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Livehirths . 

Legitimate 

1 6o 

1 61 

321 

Illegitimate 

7 

8 

15 

1 67 

169 

336 

Stillbirths . 

Legi  tim.ate 

5 

4 

9 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

R 

4 

9 

Deaths 

All  ages:- 

Death  rate  per  1^000  population. 

145 

1 22 

1 2-1 

267 

Deaths  during  first  year  of  life;- 

Legitimate 

1 

6 

1 

Illegitimate 

1 

— 

1 

2 

~ 

8 

Neonatal  Deaths;- 

Legitimate 

1 

4 

5 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

— — 

1 

4 

5 

All  the  five  neonatal  deaths  occurred  in  the  first 
week  of  life.  Three  of  these  deaths  were  due  to 
prematurity. 
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Statistics  rela t inp;  to  mothers  and  infants o 


Live  Births  - Lumherc  336 

Rate  per  1^000  populationo  15*2 

Illegitimate  Live  Births  per  cent  of  total  live  "births.  4‘5 

Stillbirths  - Number  9 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths  26“1 

Total  live  and  Still  Births  345 

Infant  Deaths  (Deaths  under  1 year)  8 

I rf ant  Mortality  Rates. 

Total  infant  deaths  per  1,000  total  live  births  23*8 

Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  legitimate 

live  births.  21  *8 

Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  Illegitimate 

live  births  66*7 

Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  4 weeks  per 

1,000  total  live  births).  14»9 

Early  Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  1 week 

per  1,000  total  live  births)  14‘9 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  (stillbirths  and  deaths  under 
1 week  combined  per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths)  40o6 

Maternal  Mortality  (including  abortion). 

N-umber  of  deaths  1 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths,  2*9 


CAUSES  AND  NUlvIBERS  OP  DEATHS  IN 


EAST  ELLOE  RURAL  DISTRICT  DURING  1963 


Male  Female  Total 


1. 

Tub e r cul o s i s ^ re  sid i ra  t o ry  „ 

1 

— 

1 

2. 

Tuberculosis^  other „ 

— 

— 

3. 

Syphilitic  disease » 

— 

— 

— 

4. 

Diphtheria , 

— 

— 

— 

5 . 

Whooping  Cou^i 

— 

— 

— 

6 . 

Meningococcal  infections 

— 

— 

— 

7. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

8. 

Measles 

— 

— 

9. 

Other  infective  and  ^parasitic  diseases 

1 

— 

1 

10. 

Malignant  Neoplasm^  stomach 

7 

3 

1 0 

11  . 

Malignant  Neoplasm^  lung/hronchus » 

4 

1 

5 

12. 

Malignant  Neoplasm^  hreasto 

— 

8 

8 

13. 

Malignant  Neoplasm^  uterus. 

— 

— 

— 

14. 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

14 

9 

23 

15. 

Leukaemia  and  Aleukaemia 

1 

1 

2 

1 6 , 

Diabetes 

1 

2 

A 

17. 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

19 

20 

39 

18. 

Coronary  disease ^ angina 

24 

16 

40 

19. 

Hypertension  w ith  heart  disease 

3 

2 

5 

20. 

Other  heart  disease 

17 

16 

33 

21  . 

Other  circulatory  disease 

5 

5 

1 0 

22. 

Influenza 

— 

— 

23. 

Pneumonia 

9 

6 

15 

24. 

Bronchitis 

1 0 

3 

13 

25. 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

2 

1 

3 

26. 

Ulce?c  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

3 

1 

4 

27. 

Gastritis^  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

2 

2 

4 

28. 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

— 

2 

2 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

— 

— 

— 

30. 

Pregnancy 9 childbirth^  abort ion. 

— 

1 

1 

31  . 

Congenital  malformations 

-- 

2 

2 

32. 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

16 

19 

35 

33. 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

3 

— 

3 

34. 

All  other  accidents 

3 

— 

3 

35. 

Suicide 

— 

— 

— 

36. 

Homicide  and  operations  of  y/ar. 

— 

2 

2 

145  1 22  267 
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BIRTH  RATES  9 DEATH  RATES  AImD  INFAHT  M0RTALITO__ 

RURAL  DISTRICT  -1949-1963, 


In  order  to  allow  valid  comparasions  to  Ue  made  "between 
Dirth  and  death  rates  of  different  populations^  the  ^’crude^'  rates 
are  corrected^  using  oomparahili ty  factors  supplied  "by  the  Registrar 
General  that t ake  into  account  the  differences  in  age  structure  of 
the  various  populations. 


Live  Birth  rate 
( corrected) 

! 

Death  rate 
(Corrected) 

Infant 
Mortality 
Rate  ( 

East  Elloe  Rural  District 

15.5 

11  .8 

23.8  I 

Holland  CoC.  - rural  districts 

15.3 

11  .0 

19.2  j 

Holland  C.Co  - urhan  districts 

17.6 

12.2 

18.7  j 

Holland  CoCc  - all  districts 

1 1 6.1 

11  .4 

19.0  1 

England  and  V/ales 

18.2 

i 

i — 

i 12.2 

i 

20.9 

i 

J 

8 


Commentary  on  the  vital  statistics 


While  the  Infant  Mortality  Rate  has  fluctuated 
widely  due  to  the  small  size  of  the  figures  on  which  it 
is  hasedp  it  is  clear  from  the  tables  that  over  the  past 
1 5 years  there  has  been  a considerable  reduction  in 
intrant  m.ortality„  The  death  rate  has  shown  a slight 
increase  over  the  same  period,  probably  a reflection  of 
the  greater  proportion  of  old  people  in  the  community„ 
Nevertheless,  the  death  rate  continues  to  c om.pa.re 
favourably  v/ith  the  national  average. 


Many  peox^le  in  the  District  live  to  a great  age, 
and  it  is  interesting  to  note  that  128  of  the  26?  deaths 
that  occurred  in  1963  were  of  people  aged  75  years  or 
over , 
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PRF,\''AT,F,T\Tr,K  OF.  AWD  CONTROL  OA'LR.  INFE'CTiOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES 


Cases  notif iedo  excluding:  Tuberculosis 


Disease 


Cases  Notified 


0*0 


• o « 


Scarlet  Fever 
Whooping  Gough 
Acute  Poliomyelitis 
Measles  ... 
Diphtheria  ... 

Pneujnonia 
Dysenrery  . 

Typhoid 
Paratyphoid 
Erysipelas 
Meningococcal  Infection 
Pood  Poisoning 
Puerperal  Pyrexia 


o • o 


0 0 9 


0 9 0 


O O o 


ophthalmia  Neonatorum 


9 A O 


o o o 


o o o 


• o o 


0 9 0 


9 0 0 


0 0 9 


O O O 


o o o 


o o o 


e o o 


o o o 


o o o 


0 0 9 


• • • 


o o * 


0 0 9 


# 0 o 


0 9 0 


9 


2'.)3 

1 

96 


4 

1 
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Incidence  of  Infectious  Diseases  in  Recent  Years 


1954 

1955 

1 956 

1957i 

1958 

'1959 

o 

cn 

I 

r "*  ■"■  “ 

I 1 961 

i 

1962 

1963 

Scarlet  Fever 

27 

1 2 

8 

36 

15 

18 

8 

14 

5 

9 

Whooping  Cough 

44 

29 

17 

1 0 

72 

2 

9 

2 

1 

— 

Measles 

14 

155 

8 

735 

29 

23 

1 27 

487 

85 

293 

Erysipelas 

2 

9 

4 

4 

2 

5 

1 0 

6 

3 

4 

Pood  Poisoning 

4 

2 

1 

28 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Dysentery 

if 

} 

[ 

i 

[ 

♦ 

» 

4 

\ 1 

- 

i 

1 

1 

« 

6 

96 

j 

I 


Comments  on  Infectious  Diseases 


Dysentery 

An  outbreak  of  Sonne  Dysentery  occurred  at  Fleet  Wood 
Lane  school.  This  had  a relatively  sudden  onset,  in  the  middle 
of  January  1963,  and  cases  rapidly  built  up  in  number,  until  by  the 
end  of  the  month  a high  proportion  of  the  children  attending  were 
affected.  In  many  cases  their  parents,  and  brothers  and  sisters 
(often  attending  other  schools)  contracted  the  disease  later  on. 
The  organism  associated  with  this  particular  outbreak  seemed  to  be 
quite  virulent,  and  many  of  the  people  affected  had  more  severe 
symptoms  than  had  been  the  case  in  the  previous  outbreaks. 

The  control  of  the  outbreak  involved  close  co-operation 

between  this  authority  and  Holland  County  School  Health  Service. 

All  children  who  had  symptoms  were  excluded  fromx  school,  and  home 

visits  were  made  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  or  the  Health 

Visitors,  to  arrange  for  colHection  of  samples  for  bacteriological 

investigation.  Pupils  were  not  allowed  toieturn  to  school  until 

one  negative  sample  test  result  had  been  received.  When  a child 

was  confirmed  as  a case  of  dysentery  all  the  family  contacts  were 

investigated.  This  was  time  consuming,  but  it  enabled  us  to  pick 

up  symptomless  carriers  ard  thus  to  limit  spread  of  the  disease, 

Ty/o  adults  were  excluded  from  their  work  as  food- handlers,  because 
they  v/ere  contacts  of  dysentery. 

The  family  doctors  prescribed  antibiotic  treatment  for 
the  confirmed  cases  and  carriers,  and  this  proved  quite  successful 
in  clearing  the  i.nffected  children,  and  hastening  their  return  to  scho  cl. 

Unfortunately,  this  outbreak  happened  in  tie  depth  of  a 
particularly  severe  winter,  and  extreme  difficulty  was  encountered 
at  tie  school  because  the  outside  toilet  block  was  severely 
affected  by  freezing.  This  combined  with  the  dysentery  made  an 
impossible  situation,  and  the  County  Eledical  Officer  of  Health 
and  I advised  that  the  school  should  be  closed  for  one  week  to 
allow  time  for  repair  of  the  frost  damage. 

The  outbreak  made  a great  deal  of  work  as  no  less  than 
325  bacteriological  samples  had  to  be  collected,  when  v/inter  road 
conditions  v/ere  severe.  The  County  Health  Visitors  and  the 
District  Public  Health  Inspectors  co-operated  in  making  these 
visits,  and  deserve  considerable  praise  for  their  hard  work. 

Dysentery  - confirmed  cases  a nd  carriers 


Children  under  school  age.  ii 

School  children  attending; - 

Fleet  Wood  Lane  47 

Holbeach  St.Johns.  6 

George  Farmer,  Holbeach  5 

Saracens  Head  3 

Holbeach  Infants  1 

Adults  23 


Food  Poisoning: 

In  SeptemlDer^  a notification  was  received  from  a 
doctor  that  a woman  he  had  treated  for  gastro-enteri tis  had 
proved  to  he  a carrier  of  Salmonella  tyx^himuriujiip  a food 
poisoning  germ*  Her  husband  was  a food-handler  preparing 
pastries  etc.^  which  can  well  act  as  a vehicle  for  food 
poisoning  germs*  In  view  of  this  I excluded  him  from  w^ork^ 
under  Section  of  the  Public  Health  Act  1 96I ^ and  decided 
that  it  would  not  be  safe  for  him  to  return  until  all  the 
family  had  been  cleared* 

Unfortunately 9 the  patient  took  a very  long  time  to 
respond  to  antibiotic  treatment^  and  nearly  4 weeks  elapsed 
before  her  husband  was  allow^ed  to  return  to  work,  I believe 
this  lengthy^  and  costly  period  of  exclusion  was  necessary^ 
as  the  infection  later  spread  to  the  patient^ s son  and  her 
sis  ter  9 and  if  the  food-handler  had  picked  up  this  germ  9 a 
serious  outbreak  of  food  poisoning  miight  have  occurred. 


DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNIZATION 


Between  the  1st  January  1963?  and  the  3i  st 
Decemher,  1963?  P50  children  under  five  years  of  age^  and 
13  children  he tween  the  ages  of  5 and  14  years^  received  a 
primary  immunization  course  (3  injections  at  monthly 
intervals) « 


A furtiier  636  cni 
or  secondary  injection. 


dren  were  given  a ’’hooster” 


The  :f  ollov/ing  tahD.e  supplied  hy  the  County 
Medical  Officer  shov/s  the  nuifoers  and  percentages  of 


children  at 


3- 


O »U 


Decemher 


■ o' 

1963,  T.'ho  have  heen  immunized. 
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P o 1 i om  ye  .1  i t i s 


. srm£.  arx.Tj^  x -ui  ^jpta 


Vaccination 


The  following  table 
Officer  shows  the  percentages 
District  that  had  received  pr 
31  ,12,635  classified  by  date 


provided  by  the  County  Medical 
of  the  population  of  this  Pural 
o te  c t i on  a gains  t poll om^  e 1 i t i s by 
of  birth. 


Borii__in  Pe  r cnnj  a ge_V  ac  c_i  na  t e d 


( 1963 

Pre-School  ( 1 962 


ages 


School 

ages 


( 1961 
( 1 960 

( 1959 

( 1958 

( 1957 

1 9'5b 
1 9!  ..5 

( 1994 
( 1953 

( 1952 
( 1951 
( 1950 

( 1949 

( 1948 

( 1947 


11  .0%  Dy  31  .13.63 

63.6 
11. G 
76.1 

78.7 


- 30.0%  hy  31 .3.64. 


1962  Pi.c:iire3 

BT^taawa— fcHfctJi— 1 1 — r“--iT^-Bir  ti  ■ 1 1 


83.1 

80.1 

86,0 

83.6 
72.2 

75.7 
73.6 

75.0 

73.8 

73.0 
73.5 

74.1 


77.8 

77.3 
82.1 
82.0 

68 . 8 

74.1 

70.2 
72.9 

71  .3 

70.5 

70.4 

73.0 


( 1946  66.5 

( 1 945  64 . 3 

/ 1944  72.3 

} 1943  52.6 

( ^942  45.5 

, 1941  39.0 

( 1940  34,8 

( 1939  37.2 

( 1938  34.6 

Adults  (1937  34.5 

( ^936  30.5 

C 1 935  31  .8 

( 1 934  35 . 9 

( 1933  26,0 

^932  25.8 

( 1931  18.7 

(1930  22.5 

( 1929  26.9 

1928  15.6 

( 1927  16.6 


65.7 

63.5 

70.9 

50.9 

42.5 

36.2 

32.1 

34.1 
31  .3 

32.5 
28.0 

27.4 

33.2 

23.9 

20.9 

13.5 

17.0 

23.2 

15.8 

12.5 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


Cases  of  TuLerculosis  on  Pulmonary 
the  Register  at  31  -12063  Lon-pulmonary 


Cases  removed  from  the 
Register  during  1 963 


Cases  added  to  the 
Register  during  1 963 


Quiescent 
Left  district 
Died 

New  notifications 
Inward  Transfer 


32 

7 


2 


1 


37 

3 


2 

1 


3 


Total 

69 

10 


k 

1 

4 


Details  of  Cases  on  T'u'berc'ulosls  Register  1955-1963 


Cases  on  Register  at 
31 st  Decemher 


Deaths  during  year 


New 

Cases 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

1953 

8 

62 

15 

1954 

12 

69 

7 

4 

1955 

9 

74 

9 

— 

— 

1 956 

1 0 

72 

9 

— 

— • 

1957 

1 2 

77 

8 

2 

— 

1 958 

6 

80 

7 

— 

— 

1959 

3 

83 

8 

3 

— 

1 960 

Q 

80 

8 

2 

1 961 

4 

77 

9 

1 

1 

1962 

2 

71 

q 

2 

— 

1 963 

4 

69 

1 0 

1 

— 

Tuherculosis  has  ceased  to  he  a major  killing 
disease  with  the  advent  of  modern  antibiotic  treatment » 


The  above  table  shows  hov/ever^  that  the  number  of 
cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  on  the  register  has  not  fallen 
over  the  last  ten  years.  Many  patients  v/ho  would  in  the  past 
have  died  from  the  disease  continue  to  need  supervision  and 
help.  The  Tuberculosis  Visitors  of  the  County  Council  carry 
out  this  work. 


It  is  important  for  pulmonary  tuberculosis  patients 
to  take  steps  to  prevent  spread  of  the  disease ^ and  infectious 
cases  need  to  occupy  a separate  bedroom.  For  this  reason 
tuberculosis  patients  often  need  to  be  considered  for 
re-housing. 
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General  Provision  of  Health  Services  for  the  Area 


( ^ ) Comity  Conncil  Services 
i.  Domiciliary  Midwives 

WWa— uaaMnwi  g*— <C>p— saoa— — 


In  this  county  approximately  one  third  of  hahies  are 
delivered  at  home  hy  domiciliary  midwives c 

ii . Health.  Visiting 

The  m.ain  function  of  a health  visitor  is  to  bring  health 
teaching  into  the  home.  She  is  particularly  concerned  w ith 
advising  mothers  of  young  children^,  and  as  a routine ^ visits  every 
home  where  a birth  has  been  notified  to  the  County  Medical  Officer 
of  Health.  Three  health  visitors  cover  the  East  Elloe  Area. 

iii  .Clinic  Ce.ntres 

Vaccination  against  smallpox  and  poliomyelitis  and 
immunization  against  diphtheria^  v/hooping  cough  and  tetanus  is 
available  at  these  clinics p which  are  very  well  attended.  85^4/? 
of  babies  born  in  1 963  had  been  enrolled  at  a clinic  in  this 
District  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

Attendances  at  Infant  vi/elfare  Clinics 


Centre 


Long  Sutton 
Holbeach 
Sutton  Bridge  I 
I'Vhanlode  Drove 


Number  of 
Sessions 


Number  of 
New  Cases 


50 

51 
51 
1 2 


Under  j 
1 year  j 


dp 
1 1 8 
68 
1 6 


Total 

95 
i 33 
77 
16 


Number  of 


old  cases 


3.205 

2p566 

2p025 

99 


Average 
attendance 
per  session 


66 

53 

41 

1 0 


iv.  School  Health  Service 


All  pupils  are  medically  inspected  three  times  in  their 
school  life  - at  entry ^ at  11  years  old  and  before  leaving  school. 
Any  child  found  to  have  defective  vision  is  referred  to  a consultant 
eye  doctorp  who  attends  at  Holbeach  Clinic.  Speech  therapy  is 
also  provided  by  appointment  at  Holbeach  CliniCp  and  referrals  to 
other  consultants  are  made  if  required. 


An  important  part  of 
Service  is  tie  supervision  and 
pupils . 


the  work  of  the  School  Health 
school  placem.ent  of  handicapped 


i7o 


V, 


Home  Help 


The  aged  accoojit  for  over  half  the  work  done  hy  County 
Home  Helps 5 who  carry  out  ordinary  household  work  for  patients  who 
cannot  manage  to  do  this  without  help^  e^go  during  illness o 
service  is  not  free^  hut  in  many  cases  a reduced  charge  is  m.ade<, 
depending  on  income. 


his 


Over  half  the  patients  attended  hy  Home  Hurses  are  65 
years  old  or  over.  Home  nursing^  with  tlie  aid  of  Homie  Help^ 
enables  patients  to  he  nursed  at  home^  often  saving  the  cost  to 
the  nation  of  a long  stay  in  hospital. 


vii , Chirouody 

Elderly  peoplSp  with  stiff  Joints  often  have  difficulty 
in  looking  after  their  feet.  The  County  Chiropody  Service ^ 
which  started  in  1960^  is  available  to  ihree  types  of  person  - 
the  aged^,  pregnant  mothers  and  the  physically  disabled.  Treatments 
are  undertaken  at  surgeries  and  clinics  in  Holbeach  and  Sutton 
Bridge,  Where  absolutely  necessaryp  transport  is  provided^  and 
in  exceptional  cases  treatmient  may  be  arranged  at  home. 


V i i i , Ambulance  Service 

The  Holbeach  ambulance  station  is  staffed  by  5 whole- 
tim.e  driver/attendants 9 and  has  a complemiOnt  of  1 ambulance^  2 
utility  ambulances  and  1 car.  The  ambulance  v/as  acquired  early 
in  1963?  and  is  fitted  with  Pneuride  Air  Suspension^  and  a 
complete  fibre-glass  bod^-u  All  the  ambulances  are  provided  with 
oxygen  therapy  apparatus  and  equipment  for  appl^^ing  mouth-to- 
mouth  resuscitation,  A Ivlinutem^an  portable  mechanical  resuscitator 
is  available  at  the  ambulance  station. 

A portable  incubator  for  transporting  small  prem.ature 
babies  is  stored  at  Boston  General  Hospital^  for  use  in  the  whole 
of  the  County,  As  usual  all  the  demands  on  the  service  v/ere 
efficiently  met, 

(b)  Hospitals 

While  many  people  in  the  east  of  this  Pural  District 
look  to  King’s  Lynn  and  Wisbech  as  their  hospital  centres^  most 
of  the  district  is  served  by  Holbeach  Hosjoital^  which  is  staffed 
by  general  practitioners. 

This  hospital  has  acute  m.edical  and  surgical  beds^  ' 
mostly  occupied  by  the  elderly^  and  there  is  a maternity  unit. 
Visiting  consultants  attend  out-patient  clinics  for  chest 
diseases 9 general  and  orthopaedic  surgery 9 gynaecology  and 
obstetrics9  childrens  diseasesj  and  ear9  nose  and  throat  diseases . 

18, 


Under  thn  Ministry  of  Health  10  year  Hospital  Plan 
for  England  and  Wales  this  hospital^  which  was  huilt  as 
recently  as  1937  is  scheduled  for  closure*  A new  500  bed 
District  General  Hospit  al  is  to  be  built  at  Boston^  to  serve 
the  whole  of  Holland  County ^ and  the  Skegness  and  Spilsby 
areas*  Although  Holbeach  Hospital  will  not  be  closed  until 
the  new  Boston  hospital  comes  into  operation^  (not  before  lOTO), 
considerable  concern  has  already  been  expressed  about  the 
impending  closure  which  will  m.ean  that  patients  and  their 
visitors  will  have  to  face  journeys  of  20  miles  or  more  from 
their  homes  in  this  District* 

In  November  1962^  a letter  was  sent  to  the  Sheffield 
Regional  Hospital  Board  stating  that  this  Council  v/ould 
strenuously  oppose  any  proposal  to  close  the  Holbeach  Hospital* 
On  the  25th  July  1963$.  a meeting  was  held  by  the  Board  at  Raucebyp 
for  representatives  of  Holland  County  Council,  the  Executive 
Council  and  the  Local  Medical  Committee,  when  among  other 
matters,  it  was  made  clear  that  it  was  intended  to  adhere  to  the 
plan,  and  eventually  close  Holbeach  Hospital.  The  Board  expected 
further  consultations  would  take  place  around  1970. 

The  Council,  and  the  local  general  practitioners  felt 
that  it  would  not  be  proper  for  representations  on  such  a vital 
matter  to  be  deferred  until  1 970,  and  in  March,  1 964  a letter 
was  sent  to  the  Ministry  asking  for  a deputation  to  be  received* 
In  April,  1964  a reply  was  received  stating  that  the  Minister 
was  in  agreement  with  the  basis  of  the  Board^ s planning,  and 
doubted  whether  it  would  e helxjful  if  he  v/ere  to  meet  a 
dexDutation  at  this  stage* 

Despite  the  pro  ise  of  further  consultations  nearer 
the  time  of  closure,  it  seems  clear  that  the  Ministry  of  Health 
is  going  to  adhere  to  the  10  year  Plan,  and  eventually  Holbeach 
Hospital  will  be  closed*  In  my  opinion  the  Plan  fails  to  take 
full  account  of  the  needs  of  a rural  area  such  as  East  Elloe, 
and  considerable  difficulty  and  hardship  will  result  if  all  the 
hospit  al  services  are  centralized  at  Boston* 

( ^ ) Laboratory  facilities 

These  are  provided  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory 
Service  at  Lincoln,  and  samples  of  food  and  water  have  been 
despatched  there, 

Sam^ples  of  milk  and  ice-cream  have  also  been 
submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  at  Peterborough* 

Laboratory  facilities  are  invaluable  in  the 
investigation  and  control  of  outbreaks  of  infectious  disease 
(see  page  11  ) and  I would  like  to  express  my  appreciation  of 
the  highly  efficient  service  m^aintained* 


19. 


Persons  iPx  need  of  care  and  attention 

Provision  is  made  under  Section  4/  of  the  National 
Assistance  Act,  1948  for  people  who  are  in  need  of  care  and 
attention,  and  who  are  unahle  to  look  after  themselves , It 
sometimes  happens  that  an  old  person  is  living  uno.er  terribly 
insanitary  conditions  or  is  gravely  ill,  a nd  yet  refuses  to  ■ 
go  into  a welfare  home  or  hospital o In  their  own  i.nterest 
it  is  sometimes  necessary  to  use  the  National  Assisiance  Act 
compulsory  poe/ers  to  make  such  a person  go  into  a place  vniere 
he  can  he  looked  after  properly. 


Needless  to  say,  this 


n 


a 


last 


is  only  taken  as 
resort.  The  decision  is  made  hy  a magistrate  and  Noth  the 
family  doctor  and  the  District  Medical  Officer  of  Health  have 
to  agree  that  removal  is  urgently  needed. 


As  the  nroportion  of  the  elderly  in  the  community  is 


rising,  this  aspect  of  the  V'/ork  of  the  Medical  0; 


f'icer  of  Health 


is  becoming  more  imxportant.  Many  visits  are  made  to  sucJi  people 


who  are  living  alone,  and  starting  to  run  into  difficulties.  In 
many  cases,  these  difficulties  can  be  ameliorated  by  making  use 
of  the  County  Council  hom.e  hel]p,  hOime  nursing,  chiropody  and 
welfare  services.  Many  v/orkers,  statutory  and  voluntary,  are 
involved  in  this  highly  important  job  of  keeping  the  elderly 
going  in,  their  own  hom^es,  and  there  is  good  co-operation  betw^een 
them. 


During  the  year,  no  compulsory  removal 


orders  were  made. 


2C. 


WATER  SUPPLY 


I am  indeUted  to  R«JoCameron  StobiOj,  Esq.^  the  Engineer 
and  Manager  of  the  South  Lincolnshire  Water  Board  for  most  of  the 
information  in  this  section  of  the  Report. 

The  total  quantity  of  water  supplied  to  the  East  Elloe 
rural  dis  trict  hy  the  South  Lincolnshire  Water  Board  for  the 
period  under  review  was  33  i 5,47^  ? 000  gallons  which  is  an  increase 
of  429694?  000  gallons  over  the  corresponding  period  of  the 
previous  year.  This  considerahle  increase  is  principally 
accounted  for  Ly  some  operational  changes  at  the  Weston  Pumping 
Station  which  is  supplying  part  of  the  south  eastern  area  of  the 
Spalding  rural  district. 

These  figures  give  a daily  average  for  1963  of  9O89I60 
gallons  as  against  791?000  gallons  for  the  previous  year. 

The  trunlv  main  duplication  s^hem.e  planned  hy  the  East 
Elloe  Rural  Listrict  Council  a nd  c arried  out  in  stages  was 
completed  during  the  year.  This  trunk  main  which  is  the  hack- 
hone  of  the  whole  of  the  supply  system  in  the  East  Elloe  area 
is  nov/  adequate  for  the  needs  of  this  area  for  the  foreseeable 
future  assuming  the  rate  of  growth  proceeds  on  the  same  basis 
as  heretofore, 

A considerahle  yardage  of  main  extensions  v/as  carried 
out  in  the  area  during  the  period  under  review  as  follov/s:- 

2’^  dia,  29209  lin,  yds, 

3”  dia,  1 9 046  lin,  yds. 

9’'  dia,  5?170  lin,  yds. 

In  addition  to  the  9'^  dia.  trunli  main  duplication 
scheme  a replacement  main  was  laid  to  the  RoA.P.  station  at 
Dawsm.ere  and  certain  re-alignment  of  mains  was  carried  out  in 
consequence  of  road  alterations  hy  the  Holland  County  Council. 
Housing  site  developments  also  involved  the  provision  of 
additional  mains. 

Continuous  weekly  sampling  is  carried  out  from  the 
various  sources  of  the  Water  Board  for  bacteriological  analyses 
and  these  have  given  satisfactory  results.  Sampling  is  also 
carried  out  in  the  district  hy  the  Public  Health  Inspectors, 

The  supply  to  the  East  Elloe  area  is  a combination 
of  the  water  from  the  Bourne  and  Pinchbeck  sources  so  the 
district  receives  the  desirable  qualities  of  both  sources. 


A recent  chemical  analyses  of  v/ater  from  these  two 
made  and  the  analysts  report  gave  the  f ollov/ing 
per  million) ; - 


sources  was 
results  (parts 

Appearance 

Turbidity 
Colour 
Odour 

pH 

Free  carbon  Dioxide 

Chlorine  present  as  Chloride 

Total  Hardness 

Carbonate 

Hon-carbonate 

Oxygen  absorbed 

Iron 

Manganese 

ZinCj  Copper 9 Lead 
Fluoride 


B ourne 

Pinchbeck 

Bright  v/ith 
very  few 
particles 

Bright  v/ith 
very  few 
particles 

less  than  3 

less  than  3 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Slight  Hydrogen 
Sulphide 

7o2 

7o3 

28 

24 

25 

21 

400 

31  0 

230 

240 

170 

70 

0.3 

0.3 

Absent 

0,08 

0.04 

0,04 

Absent 

Absent 

less  than  0.1  0.4 

The  analyst^  s report  in  each  case  stated  the  samples 
were  practically  clear  and  bright  in  appearance^  neutral  in 
reaction  and  free  from  metals  apart  from  negligible  traces  of 
iron  and  manganese  (Pinchbeck)  and  manganese  (Bourne), 

The  water  is  very  hard  in  character  but  not  excessively 
soj,  it  contains  no  excess  of  mineral  constituents  and  it  is  of 
very  satisfactory  organic  quality. 

From  the  aspect  of  chemical  analysis  these  results 
are  indicative  of  a pure  and  wholesom.e  water  suitable  for 
public  supply  purposes  apart  from  the  objection  that  the 
Bourne  water  is  very  hard  in  character. 
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Average  2.97  persons  per  dwelling 
The  above  compiled  from  Council’s  Rate  Boohs  September ^ 1962. 


Surveillance  of  V/ater  Board 


Water  supply  is  one  of  the  most  important  of  the 
various  environmental  health  factors  that  are  the  concern  of 
the  District  Sanitary  Authorities „ Prior  to  the  setting  up 
of  the  Water  Board  the  managers  of  the  various  District 
Council  Water  Undertakings  looked  to  their  District  Medical 
Officers  of  Health  for  advice  on  the  medical  and  hacteriological 
aspects  of  their  work.  The  newly  constituted  Water  Board  covers 
9 District  Council  areas  served  "by  5 Medical  Officers  of  Health 
so  that  the  Engineer  and  Manager  has  a super-ahundance  of 
medical  advice. 

Fortunately  all  the  Medical  Officers  of  Health 
concerned  are  in  general  a greem.ent  about  the  measures  that 
must  he  taken  to  avoid  the  remote  possibility  of  water-borne 
diseases^  such  as  typhoid.  During  the  year  all  employees  of 
the  Boards  who  are  engaged  on  such  work  that  they  could 
conceivably  cause  contimination  of  the  water  supplies , had 
bacteriological  tests  of  3 consecutive  weekly  samples  of  urine 
and  faecesj  and  this  will  be  repeated  every  six  months.  All 
these  tests  were  satisfactory. 

In  addition^  blood  tests  were  taken  from  all  of  the 
48  water  workers  who  live  in  the  south  of  Holland  County,  for 
a further  laboratory  test  (Widal)  to  rule  out  the  possibility 
of  their  being  typhoid  carriers. 

Fluoride  content  of  Water 

FOr  more  than  thirty  years  it  has  been  known  that 
the  amount  of  fluoride  in  drinking  w'ater  affects  dental  health. 
Studies  in  Britain  and  other  countries  have  shown  that  children 
born  and  brought  up  in  areas  where  the  water  naturally  contains 
fluoride  at  a level  of  one  part  per  million  have  less  than  half 
the  dental  decay  of  children  in  areas  where  there  is  only  a 
trace  of  fluoride.  There  is  strong  evidence  that  the  benefit 
of  fluoride  persists  well  into  middle  age. 

In  this  District,  the  water  is  relatively  deficient  in 
fluoride,  only  from  0.10  to  0.40  parts  per  million  being  present. 

The  Minister  of  Health  announced  in  Parliament  on  1 0th 
December  1962,  that  he  was  ready  to  approve  under  section  28  of 
the^National  Health  Service  Act,  1946,  schemes  submitted  to  him 
by  local  health  authorities  for  making  arrangements  with  water 
undertakers  for  the  addition  of  fluoride  to  v/ater  supplies  which 
are  deficient  in  it  naturally. 


24, 


In  January  and  March^  1963?  Holland  County  Health 
Committee  considered  this  question^  and  accepted  the  principle 
of  the  adjustment  of  the  fluoride  content  of  the  water  supply 
to  the  optimum  level  - namely  one  part  per  million. 
Unfortunately  the  full  Co-'ancil  decided  to  take  no  action  to 
arrange  fluoridation  of  water  supplies  in  the  County. 


1 hope  that  the  County  Council  will  give  further 
consideration  to  this  controversial  question  at  a later  datej, 
as  fluoridation  seems  to  he  the  hest  practical  method  of 
dealing  with  the  prohlem  of  dental  decay. 
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ON 


REPORT  OP  THE  CPIIEP  PUBLIC  HEALTH 
THE  ENVIRONivIENT  AT;  C T ROHM  0TAICE8  OP 


INSPECTOR 
THE  DISTRICT  0 


Mr.  Chairman^  Lady  and  CTentleiiien^ 

1963  was  a^ain  a quiot  year  so  far  as  new  developments  were 

concerned. 


Some 

sev/erage  scheme 
ascertain  soil 


further  progress  was  m.ade  over  the  proposed  main 
for  Holheach  in  that  a survey  v/as  carried  out  to 
conditions  and  ground  water  levels. 


Provision  of  new  dwellings ^ though  Letter  than  in  1962^ 
was  not  sufficient  to  permit  the  carrying  out  of  any  extensive 
slum  clearance  v/ork. 


G-reat  credit  is  due  to  the  men  emplo^red  in  the  cleansing 
section  for  their  loyal  and  untiring  worlc^  particularly  in  the  had 
weather  during  the  early  months  of  the  year. 


The  large  increase  ih  cesspool  emptying^  further  increased 
disposal  prohlemsc 

It  is  most  pleasing  to  record  the  hig  improvement  in  the 
salvage  market.  The  sale  of  accumulated  stocks  led  to  the  highest 
sales  figure  in  the  24  years  of  the  present  scheme. 


The  year  was  notable  for  the  introduction  of  new  Meat 
Inspection  Regulations.  These,  inter  alia,  provided  for  the  first 
time,  for  the  mriking  of  charges  for  meat  inspection.  There  v/as, 
again,  an  increase  in  the  numbers  of  animals  killed  in  the  slaughter 
hooises  and  this,  together  with  the  new  Regulations,  has  led  to 
increased  time  having  to  bo  devoted  to  this  section  of  the  work. 


The  Department  was  without  one  public  health  inspector  for 
three  months  of  the  year.  This,  coupled  with  pressure  of  work, 
resulted  in  many  fewer  inspections  being  carried  out  in  such  matters 
as  petroleum  installations,  housing  conditions,  food  premxises  and 
so  on.  This  cannot  be  regarded  as  satisfactory. 


I have  much  appreciated  the  advice  given  by  the  Chairman  and 
the  Members  of  the  Commiittoe.  I v/ould  also  give  thanks  to  all  the 
Officers  of  the  Council  and  the  Staff  of  the  Department  in  particular, 
for  their  friendliness,  loyalty  and  hard  work. 

Your  obedient  servant, 


Wo  B.  HITCHINGS 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 
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Complaints 


NUI CANOES 


A total  of  117  complaints  were  registered  during  the 
year  under  review  in  respect  of  the  various  matters  detailed  helow# 


General  housing  defects  16 
Defective^  hlockcd  or  inadeguate  drainage  5 
Insect  infestation  23 
Rats  and  Mice  infestations  21 
Smoke  nuisance  1 
Water  supply  .2 
Indiscriminate  tipping  6 
Caravans  2 
Food  complaints  3 
Sanitary  accommodation  4 
Dust  hins  8 
Dust  nuisance  1 
Noise  nuisance  1 
Smell  nuisajice  5 
Watercourse  pollution  3 
Miscellaneous  16 


Offensive  Trades 

There  are  no  offensive  troAes^  as  defined  hy  the  Public 
Health  Act  I9365  in  the  district- 

River  Pollution 

Only  provision  of  main  sewerage  schemes  in  the  three  main 
urhc'Ji  areas  will  reduce  the  present  pollution  of  dykes  and  drains. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SE17ERAGB 

Main  Sev/erage 


Suh-soil  investigations  v;ere  carried  out  at  Holheach  in 
connection  with  the  proposed  sewerage  scheme  for  the  town. 

Progress  was  made  over  the  acquisition  of  sites  for  ejector 
and  pumping  stations  and  the  sewage  disposal  works. 

Sm.all  Sewage  Disposal  Works 

Practically  all  the  post-war  council  estates  are  provided 
v/ith  small  sewage  disposal  plants.  There  are  30  ejector  stations 
and  28  sewage  disposal  plants. 

The  County  Council  has  provided  sevmge  disposal  plants  at 
a number  of  schools  and  old  folks  homes.  There  are  8 ejector 
stations  and  7 sov/age  disposal  plants.  Sewage  from  one  school 
and  two  old  folks  homes  is  dealt  ?/ith  at  sewage  plants  serving 
council  estates. 
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The  38  ejector  stations  and  35  sewage  disposal  plants 
mentioned  above  are  serviced  by  the  staff  of  the  Department  o A 
light  van  is  provided  for  transport  purposes^ 

Sewage  disposal  plants  are  also  provided  at  tv/o 
hospitals  and  other  premises « 

Effluent  samples  are  taken*,  from  time  to  time,  by 
River  Board  Inspectors o 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that,  although  there  are 
no  main  sewerage  schemes,  over  a tenth  of  the  properties  in  the 
district  are  served  by  sewage  disposal  plants  a Maintenance  of  a 
large  number  of  small  plants  does,  however,  give  rise  to  problems* 

Public  Conveniences  * 


Male  and  fem.ale  public  conveniences  have  been  provided 
at  Holbeach,  Long  Sutton  and  Sutton  Bridge*  None  are  provided  with 
washing  facilities* 

Vandalism  is  a constant  problem* 

Portable  sanitary  conveniences  are  loaned  out  for  fetes, 
sports  and  other  outdoor  events* 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING- 


Duties o 

These  include  refuse  collection  and  disposal,  salvage 
collection  and  disposal,  cesspool  and  vault  emptying  and  dispossA, 
sewage  plant  maintenan.ee  (including  painting,  tree  planting  and 
trimming  of  trees,  grass  cutting,  weed  treatment  and  dyke  cleaning), 
emptying  of  cisterns  and  tanl^s,  etc*,  and  destruction  of  rats,  mice 
and  insect  pests*  One  of  the  men  also  clesins  up  each  week  after 
the  market  at  Holbeach* 

Staff* 


The  establishment  of  22  men  was  increased  to  23  at  the 
end  of  the  year*  The  agreed  establishment  was  not  complete  for 
about  eight  months  of  the  year* 

305  working  da^’s  were  lost  through  injury  and  sickness* 

This  was  less  than  in  1962*  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  half 
the  men  were  not  away  at  all  through  sickness  despite  the  very  severe 
winter  months  at  the  beginning  of  the  year* 
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Transport 


Vehicles  in  use  include:- 


For  Refuse  One  10  cu«yd«  Side  Loader  1948 

and  Salvage  One  24  cu.yd.  Moving  Floor  Rear  Loader  1950 

Collection  One  16/18  cu«yd.  Fore  and  lift  Rear  Loader  1957 

One  16/18  cu.yd.  Fore  and  Aft  Rear  Loader  1959 

One  16/18  cuo^^d.  Fore  and  Aft  Rear  Loader  1962 

Five  large  salvage  trailers  1942  on 


The  last  Fore-and-Aft  rear  loader  is  fitted  v/ith  a 
compression  plate « This  vehicle  is  used  on  the  rural  routes  and 
the  compression  plate  has  helped  to  reduce  the  number  of  journeys 
to  the  disposal  points o All  the  vehicles  and  the  trailers  are 
provided  with  caravan  type  couplings  which  are  a big  improvement 
on  the  old  pin-type  ones* 


For  Cesspool  One  IjlOO  gallon  Cesspool  Em-ptier  1948 
and  Vault  One  1^100  gall-jn  Cesspool  Emptier  1950 
Emptying  also  One  l^lOO  gallon  Cesspool  Emptier  1955 
night  Soil  One  1^100  gallon  Cesspool  Emptier  I960 
Collection  One  1^100  gallon  Cesspool  Emptier  1963 


The  first  three  of  these  vehicles  are  provided  with  pail 
emptying  attachments*  The  last  three  have  fully  opening  rear 
doors*  These  have  facilitated  cleaning;  out  and  are  v/ell  worth 
while*  Polythene  is  used  for  the  rigid  section  of  the  semi-rigid 
pipes  used  for  cesspool  emptying  and  has  proved  most  satisfactory* 


For  Refuse 
Disposal  d 
Bale  Loading 


One  M h F ^^35”  Industrial  Tractor 
Equipment  includes  shovel ^ fork^ 
bulldozer  blade^  cage-wheels  and  a 
3 ton  tipping  hydraulic  trailer 


I960 


For  Sewage  One  Standard  10  h*po  van  1957 

PI  ant 

Maintenance 

Three  of  the  refuse  collection  vehicles^  three  of  the 
cesspool  emptiers  and  the  tractor  are  fitted  with  diesel  engines* 
These  have  proved  efficient  and  economicsil  in  use*  A 600  gallon 
elevated  tank  is  provided  at  the  Holbeach  Depot  for  diesel  storage* 


The  petrol  engined  vehicles^  of  which  there  are  five  (two 
refuse  collection  vehicleSi,  two  cesspool  emptiers  and  the  van)^ 
obtain  petrol  from  a pump  at  a local  garage*  Payment  is  made  for 
the  hire  of  a pump  and  tank  and  the  service  of  an  attendant. 


The  very  severe  Y/eatiier  conditions  during  the  early  months 
of  the  year  provided  some  unusual  problems  with  the  vehicles.  The 
water/antifreeze  mixture  in  the  engine  cooling  systems  become  so 
thick  as  to  prevent  proper  circulation  and  this  caused  boiling* 
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On  certain  occasions ^ troriole  was  expera.enced  with  the  diesel  (;nglned 
vehicles  owing  to  the  fuel  hecoming  like  a jellyc  The  considc rahle 
troubles  experienced  with  the  reavell  exhausters  on  the  cesspocl 
emptiers  may  well  have  been  due  to  the  extreme  cold* 

As  mentioned  in  previous  reports,9  the  present  garage 
accommodation  cannot  be  regarded  as  satisfactory  and  provision  oi"  a 
nev/  garage  with  appropriate  equipment  would  be  a big  step  forward  > 

It  would* also  enable  satisfactory  facilities  to  be  provided  for  tl.e 
men* 


Refuse  Collection^ 


A v/eekly^  kerbside  refuse  collection  service  is 
provided  over  most  of  the  area* 

?/hilst  a kerbside  collection  is  economical  it  does 
suffer  from  certain  drawbacks*  The  great  ma^orit^;-  of  the 
inlrabitants  do  not  appear  to  have  any  objection  to  carrying  their 
dust-bins  to  the  kerbside  and  returning  them  after  they  have  been 
onptlod*  Unfortunately  however^  a kerbside  collection  does  entail 
bins  standing  at  the  roadside  for  long  periods  and  this  cannot  be 
regarded  as  satisfactory ^ particularly  when  many  of  the  bins  are  v/ithout 
covers*  It  is  hoped  that  the  Council  will  give  consideration  at  an 
early  date  to  requiring  the  provision  of  satisfactory  covered  dust- 
bins at  all  premiseso  The  position  over  the  collection  of  trade 
refuse  is  also  a matter  to  which  consideration  should  be  given* 


The  increasing  number  of  cul-de-sacs  on  estates  and 
the  inadequate  turning  facilities  wliich  often  obtain  are  factors  in 
increasing  the  costs  and  the  hazards  of  refuse  collection*  Attention 
was  drawn  to  these  and  the  need  for  having  regard  for  the  provision 
of  satisfactory  facilities  for  refuse  collection  at  all  new  properties* 


Praise  must  be  given  to  the  refuse  collectors  for  the 
keen  and  loyal  way  in  which  they  carried  out  their  duties  during  the 
extreme  weather  conditions  at  the  beginning  of  the  year*  Conditions 
under  foot  were  bad  and  the  freezing  of  dust-bin  contents  added  to 
the  problems  of  collection* 

Trouble  was  again  e:}cperienced  during  the  summ-er  months 
ov/ing  to  Metasystox  containers  being  put  in  dust-bins* 

Refuse  Disposal* 


Refuse  Disposal  is  by  controlled  tipping*  Presence 
of  water  and  difficult^/  in  obtaining  covering  material  makes  it 
im^possible  to  adhere  strictly^  at  all  timesj  to  the  accepted  principles 
of  controlled  tipping* 
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\^yhilst  there  has  heen  no  lack  of  sites  these  have  not 
always  heen  near  the  collect  tori  a>.’eaa 

The  principal  sites  in  'iirje  have  heen  at  Prostley  G-atOj 
liocklesgatej  Hazelwood  Lane^  Holheach  frove  and  Tyddo 

Salvage  Collection  and  jiisposal 


Trailers  are  used  so  that  domestic  salvage  can  he 
collected  at  the  same  time  as  the  refuse.  The  trailers  enable 
the  Salvage  to  he  kept  separate  and  clean  and  their  use  in  effect 5 
increases  the  capacity  of  the  collection  units.  Special  collections 
are  made  each  v/eek  from  business  premises  in  the  urban  areas.  Much 
of  the  materials  put  out  for  collection  are  not  suitable  for  salvage 
and  all  paper  and  cardboard  has  to  be  sorted  before  baling  in  an 
electric  press.  The  bales  produced  are  about  cwts.  in  weight. 
These  are  sold  to  a Yorkshire  firm  which  collects  about  three  times 
a month  from  the  depot.  Loading  onto  the  collection  lorry  is 
carried  out  with  the  tractor  using  the  fork  fitting. 

Collections  would  appear  to  be  increasing  and  it  is 
pleasing  to  record  a much  better  demand  for  salvage.  It  v/as 
found  possible  to  sell  all  the  accumulated  stocks  of  paper  and 
cardboard  and  this  has  led  to  a record  year  for  sales. 

Over  506  tons  of  paper  and  cardboard  to  the  value  of  nearly 
£35000  were  sold.  Other  materials  sold  included  cartons 5 sacking, 
rags,  ferrous  and  non-ferrous  metals  etc.  Total  sales  for  the 
year  amounted  to  £3,175o  I6.  10d«  This  is  the  highest  figure  ever. 

Total  va.lue  of  salv-vige  sold  since  the  scheme  began  in 
19k0  is  £39<.691. 

Cesspool  and  Vault  Emptying  and  Disposal 

Suction  t^rpe  emptiers  are  used  for  this  purpose.  Five 
1,100  gallon  machines  are  in  use.  Emptying  work  has  dgain 
increased.  A total  of  10,356  cesspool  units  were  dealt  with  - 
and  increase  of  over  13%  on  the  previous  year. 

No  charge  is  made  for  vault  emptying,  or  for  domestic 
cesspool  emptying  provided  that  the  premises  have  not  required 
service  more  frequently  than  every  twelve  months. 

The  cesspool  emptiers  are  used  for  sludge  removal 
from  sewage  disposal  plants  - and  this  aspect  of  the  work  is 
increasing  greatly.  They  are  also  used  for  the  emptying  of 
street  catchpits,  rain  wrater  cisterns,  waste  tanlcs  at  business 
premises  - including  a canning  factory,  poultry  establishments, 
slaughterhouses  and  a number  of  potato  washing  establishments 

and  so  on. 
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I13VG  noi  InsiGci  iliG  niinirnnni  iiniGSo  Tho  I30I33I  clicxPgGS  insciG  ninoTintcc 
to  £2,589  - an  incroasG  of  over  30%  on  the  figure  for  1962. 


As  has  huen  sta-ted  hefore,  disposal  prohlems  are 
increasing  year  *by  year.  It  is  estiniated  that  f our— and*“a**half 
million  g8.11ons  of  cesspool  and  vault  contents  wore  disposed  of 
in  1963.  Disposal  methods  include  deposit  on  arable  and  grass 
land,  and  in  trenches  and  lagoons.  The  public  headth  problems 
that  arise  are  obvious. 


S ani t ary  Pail  Collection  and  Disposal 


Collections  are  made  on  five  evenings  each  week, 
in  the  urban  areas  of  Holbeach,  Long  Sutton  and  Sutton  Bridge. 


The  work  is  carried  out  with  a cesspool  eniptier 
fitted  with  a pail  emptying  attaclLment . 


Disposal 


n 1 ago GUO 


o;o  loj  composting  with  straw. 


Litter 

Large  D-shaped  galvanised  wire  bins  are  provided 
throughout  the  district. 

The  County  Council  provides  large  bins  at  the  lay- 
bys along  the  Al?  and,  in  addition,  many  shopkeepers  provide 
bins  outside  their  premises. 

Litter  generally  is  not  a serdous  problem  as  yet. 
Car  bodies  however  are  beginning  to  pose  problems  v/hich  vail 
require  an  answer  evencually . 

HOUSING 

Existing  Council  Dv/ellings 

The  number  of  Council  owned  dv/ellings  at  1st  June, 
1964  was  as  follows 


a)  Dwellings  erecced  prior  to  1945  869 

b)  Dwellings  erected  1.4*45  to  30.6.64  935 

c)  Temporary  bungalov/s  still  in  use  66 

dl  Dv/ellings  leased  to  County  Council  for  teachers  8 

e)  Conversion  of  ex-Isolation  Hospital  to  Plats  3 


Total  number  of  dwellings 
Council  Dwellings  under  construction 


iis  at  30.6.64 

Long  Sutton  6 and  Miaplode  6 12 
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Council  Dwellings  in  1964  Programme 

These  "bungalows  have  "been  allocatcd 


f ollows  :~ 


Holheach  (Boston  Road)  30 
Ho Ih each  Hum  6 
Fleet  10 
G-edney  Drove  End  8 
Sutton  Bridge  26 

Total  80 


Private  Enterprise  Development 

(a)  Hew  dwellings  erected  loi.i-o45  to  3O.6064 
(h ) Under  construction  at  30,6,64 

Houses  Completed  in  I963 

(a)  By  the  Council 

(h)  By  private  enterprise 

Houses  under  construction  at  31^1 2 063 

(a)  By  the  Council 

(h ) By  private  enterprise 

Applications  for  Council  Houses 


687 

54 


(Bungal  ow  )22 
(houses)  28 
("bungalow  )43 


("bungalows  )22 
(houses  18 
("bungalows  )40 


Housing  applications  have  decreased  from  540  in  1902 
to  453  1964* 


Houses  in  Multiple  Occupation 

There  are  three  houses  used  hy  a local  factory  for 
housing  its  foreign  staffc  A further  three  houses  have  "been 
divided  into  "bed  sitting  rooms.  It  is  not  thought  that  there 
will  "bo  any  large  increase  in  this  area  of  this  type  of  dwelling 
although  there  is  a small  demand  "by  the  single  person  in  "business 
in  the  three  urban  areas. 


Caravans 

There  are  69  caravans  on  50  sites.  The  three  larger 
sites  continue  to  "be  used  as  transit  camps  for  newly-v/eds , Until 
a permanent  home  can  "be  found  they  are  providing  a service  that 
a local  authority  cannot  - that  of  immediate  housing. 
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Repair  of  Private  Dwellings 

11  dv/cllings  were  repaired  "by  the  owners  voluntarily^ 
Statutory  action  was  necessary  in  one  case* 

Certificate  of  Disrepair 

lio  cert  if  ica.tos  of  disrepair  were  issued  during  th.e 

year  0 

Improvenont  G-rants 

Progress  continued  in  the  improving  of  older  property 
hy  hoth  standard  and  discretionary  grants. 

A total  of  51  grants  were  approved  during  the  year  - 
45  stondard  end  6 discretionary. 


Slum  Clearance 

A total  of  58  unfit  houses  were  dealt  with  in  the  year. 
Details  are  given  helow. 


a)  Houses  demolished  as  a result  of  clenrance  orders  None 

h)  Houses  demolished  as  a result  of  demolition  orders  18 

cj  Houses  demolished  after  official  undertakings  9 

d)  Houses  demolished  after  informal  action  20 

e)  Local  authority  temporary  houses  demolished  3 

f ) Houses  closed  hy  closing  order  3 

g)  Houses  closed  following  official  undertakings  4 

h)  Houses  closed  after  informal  action  None 

’i)  House  hurnt  down  (v/as  on  slum  clearance  list)  1 


Prom  the  1st  January^  1955  to  31st  Decemher,  1963  a 
total  of  365  dwellings  have  keen  either  demolished  or  closed. 

INSPECTION  MD  SUPERVISION  OP  POOD 


SI aught  e rhous  e s 

The  nuniher  of  licensed  slaughterhouses  decreased  hy  one 
leaving  only  four.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that^  in  1939  there 
were  18  licensed  slaughterhouses 5 in  1954^  on  the  return  to  priva.te 
slaughtering^  8 were  licensed^  in  1962  this  was  further  reduced  to  5 
after  the  Slaughterhouses  Construction  Regulations  came  into  force. 

Meat  Inspection 


Yi/hilst  it  has  keen  shown  akove  that  the  numker  of 
slaughterhouses  has  declined^  the  reverse  has  tah:en  place  in  the 
numker  of  animals  killed.  This  has  steadily  increased  from  6^,575 
in  1955  to  9^763  this  year^  on  increase  of  akout  50%.  Wliereas 
the  kulk  of  the  work  was  done  on  Mondays  and  Tuesdays^  it  is  nov/ 

5 days,  and  sometimes  6 days  a week.  it7o  of  the  four  slaughter- 
houses are  14  miles  apart,  3 and  11  miles  respectively  away  from 
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the  office.  The  other  two  are  5 miles  av/ay  from  the  office. 

The  Meat  Inspection  Regulations  came  into  force  on  1st  Octoher 
1963  and  the  Council  decided  to  charge  for  meat  inspectionc  The 
new  regulations  place  additional  and  demanding  hurdens  not  only 
on  the  Meat  Inspectors  and  Butchers5  hut  on  the  Local  Authority 
to  see  that  the  Regulations  are  fully  complied  v/ith«  More  time 
has  to  he  given  to  meat  inspection  hut  oven  v/ith  4 slaughterhouses^ 
two  inspectors  cannot  he  there  all  the  time  at  each  slaughterhouse. 

Tuherculosis  in  Meat 

A total  of  6 reactors  were  inspected  and  reported  to 
the  Divisional  Veterinary  Officer  of  the  Ministry  of  iigriculture. 
Fisheries  and  Pood.  One  cow^s  carcase  and  offal  was  condemned 
for  generalised  tuherculosis.  ho  tuherculosis  v/as  found  in 
hovine  animals  apart  from  the  reactors,  hut  one  must  always 
he  on  the  wratch  for  it.  A total  of  3I  pigs  out  of  5^199  were 
found  to  ho  affected  ir/ith  tuherculosis  mainly  in  the  head  and 
mesenteric  glands. 


Avian  tuherculosis  is  still  a source  of  infection  in 
the  pig?  particularly  when  poultry  are  allowed  to  wander  in 
pig  sties  and  yards,  and  where  dead  diseased  birds  are  thrown 
in  for  pigs  to  eat. 
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Meat  Inspection  figures  for  1963  ure  given  in  the 
table  below. 
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Hygiene  of  Food  Promises 


Visits  Y/orc  paid  to  catering  and  licensed  premises  in 
an  effort  to  increase  hygiene  standards « V/e  all  know  that  if;  is 
an  offence  to  smoke  v/hilst  serving  food  and  drinks  hut  the  person 
serving  behind  the  counter j,  v/hen  seeing  the  customer  smckingj  is 
tempted  to  do  the  same*  This  occurs  largely  in  the  evening  when 
the  public  health  inspector  is  off  dutyo  It  v/culd  appear  that 
more  propaganda  from^the  brev/ers  instead  of  enormous  ’’Beer  is 
Best”  posters  would  be  worth  Y/hilc  in  educating  the  person  behind 
the  bar  not  to  smoko. 


Efforts  have  also  been  made  to  discourage  the  use  of 
thermal  Y/all  vaporisers  emitting  toxic  gamma-B.HoC,  gas,  and  their 
conversion  to  non-toxic  pyrethrin  is  strongly  advocated. 


It  may  be  raaesmbaTod  that  a G-overnment  committee 
recently  recommended  that  the  insecticides  aldrin  pjid  dieldrin 
should  cease  to  be  used.  A good  case  could  be  made  for  a 
similar  official  ban  on  the  use  of  vaporized  gamma-BcH.C.  in  food 
promises  and  poultry  houses* 


Table  below  gives  a list  of  299  food  premises  in  the 

district. 


Bakery  and  confectionery 
Butchery  promises 
Canning  and  bottling 

Canteens  (Schools,  Y/orks  and  hospitals) 

Catering  premises 

Dairy  and  Ice  Cream  manufacture 

Fried  fish  and  chip  saloons 

Fruit  and  greengrocery 

Grocery  and  provisions  premises 

Small  general  stores 

Licensed  premises  including  private  clubs 


Licensed  Restaurants  1^ 
Licensed  Clubs  1) 
Public  Houses  63) 
Off  Licenses  10) 
Registered  Clubs  9) 


SY/eot  and  confectionery  shops 


16 

26 

1 

23 

24 
2 

12 

4 

72 

14 

84 


21 


Twenty  tY/o  premises  are 
of  sausage  and  preserved  moats. 


registered  for  the  manufacture 


37 


Mr.  E.  waling,  the  county  f Wth_^Inepector,^le  also^the 

rSorrwS^cf  rSSs"?  SoS  cojrioa  out  over  the  whole  oh  the  Count, 
of  IlollaJid. 


POOD 


During  the  year  320  samples  ^ 

Analyst  and  an  additional  102  scunples  oi  mil 
County  Health.  Department  Stai-to 


were 


ed  to  the  Public 
examined  by 


The  ntimber  of  samples  reported  as  showing  some  irregularity 
v/as  7.8%  of  the  total  samples^  compared  with  only  2%  unsatisfactory 
sajnples  found  in  the  previous  year. 


The  apparent  increase  in  uns at isf factory  samples  i.s  to^a 
larre  extent  accounted  for  by  the  inclusion  of  a series  of  duplicated 
samples  of  the  same  unsatisfactory  commodities  and  also  of  some 

labelling  irregularities. 


The  190  formal  and  I30  informal  samples  submitted  to  the 
Public  Analyst  covered  a very  wide  range^  including  raw  fruity  sweets^ 
beer 5 mineral  water  and  spirits j a.s  well  as  most  common  xoodSj  and 
household  medicines. 


Unsatisfactory  Samples 

1.  Orange  Drink  - The  wording  on  the  cap  claimed  the  presence  of 
3 mgms  Vitamin  C per  fluid  ounce.  The  Analyst  reported  the 
samples  as  being  deficient  in  this  vitamin.  There  appears  to 
be  some  divergence  of  opinion  as  to  the  rate  of  deterioration 
of  Vitamin  C in  opened  samples  of  this  commodity.  The  firm 
was  contacted  and  any  reference  to  Vitamin  C was  omitted  in 
further  supplies  offered  for  sale. 

2.  Rose  Hip  Syrup  and  Orange  ~ Reported  deficient  in  Vitamin  C, 
Correspondence  with  the  manufacturers  showed  this  commodity 
had  ceased  to  be  manufactured  7^  years  ago 5 and  that  all  known 
stocks  had  been  withdrawn  from  sale.  The  firm  arranged  to 
pick  up  any  more  old  stock  still  held  by  the  vendor. 

3*  Potted  Meat  - Contained  3 <>5%  Starch  content ^ and  should  therefore 
be  called  Meat  Paste.  When  revisited  it  was  found  the  designation 
had  in  fact  been  changed. 

Can  0 1 Danish  Cream  ~ This  can  had  the  proper  proportion  of  fat^ 

but  it^v/as  found  to^be  soured  and  discoloured.  The  Local 
Authority  was  notified  so  that  they  could  examine  any  other 
stocKs  held  by  the  vendor. 
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5®  Minced  Beef*  vyith.  Onions  and  G-ravy  — Had  a meat  content  of" 

3o%  The  Analyst  considers  45%  meat  would  he  reasonahle. 

Casserole  Steak  a.nd  Gravy  Meat  content  62*5%  The  /malyst 
considers75%sliould  he  the  minimum  amount. 

Chopped  Ham  and  Pork  - Six  samples  of  these  products  canned  in 
the ^ Countries  of  Holland  and  Denmark  were  reported  to  show 
deficiences  ranging  from  4®  2%  to  12*5%  The  Ijialysts  opinion 
is  based  on  the  recommendations  of  the  Pood  Standards  Committee 
report  on  Canned  Meat.  These  recommendations  have  not  as  yet 
hecome  law  and  therefore  remain  as  simply  recommendations . 

Firms  contacted  indicated  that  while  prepared  to  comply  with 
Statutory  Regulations  they  did  not  consider  Recommendations  as 
having  legal  standing.  The  matter  was  reported  to  the 
Ministry  of  Pood  and  emphasis  was  placed  on  the  necessity  for 
having  proper  Regulations  to  control  these  products.  In  the 
meantime  the  Sampling  Officer  was  advised  that  only  in  instances 
of  gross  deficiency  would  it  he  reasonahle  to  take  prosecutions 
in  these  cases. 

8.  Yi/hole  Uncooked  Pheasant  - Talcen  in  connection  with  the  Lead  in 
Pood  Regulations.  A peculiar  anomaly  seems  hound  to  arise  in 
the  enforcement  of  the  Regulations  because  of  the  follov/ing 
factors  s- 

(a)  Shot  Whole  Came:-  Owing  to  technical  difficulties  of 

sampling  making  it  impracticable  to  take  Formal  Samples 
of  shot  grime  carcases y it  is  improbable  that  such 
sajnples  v/ill  he  talceny  with  the  result  that  carcases 
containing  large  amounts  of  lead  v/ill  continue  to  he 
sold  in  spite  of  the  regulations. 

On  the  other  hand,  products  manufactured  from  the 
minced  up  flesh  of  the  carcases,  can  he  easily 
sampled,  and  the  actual  amount  of  lead  that  will  he 
present  in  the  finished  product  is  so  uncertain,  that 
manufacturers  arc  being  forced  to  cease  manufacture, 
for  fear  of  prosecution. 

The  spread  of  minute  particles  of  lead  derived  from  lead  shot 
arc  sometimes  very  wddelj^  dispersed  in  a carcase  and  in  the 
pheasant  under  investigation  the  lead  content  of  different 
portions  varied  from  nil  to  42  parts  per  million,  with  an 
average  of  3 parts  per  million.  The  /jaalyst  reported  this 
as  excessive  lead  content  in  relation  to  the  Lead  in  Pood 
Regulations . 

9.  Butter  - small  excess  of  water,  i.c.  0.6%.  Firm  warned. 
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u.  ohnect  in  Irish  Stew  - Complainant  considered  an  ohject  in ^ the 
stev/  was  a portion  of  a mouse o Examination  proved  the  object 
to  he  Beef  G-ristlCo 


5.  Ground  Almonds  - Complaint  of  excessive  saltiness,  analysis  showed 
the  complaint  to  he  not  justifiedo 

6*  Milk  Bottle  - Minute  hlack  specks  fused  in  the  glass  of  the  hottle 
interioTo  The  Analyst  v/as  of  opinion  the  specks  were  derived 
from  firework  combustion.  The  hottle  had  apparently  been  washed 
prior  to  filling  wuth  milk  as  no  debris  was  found  in  the  milk. 

The  vendor  was  warned. 


Prosecutions  for  Pood  and  Drugs  Offences 


1.  Ply  in  Sausage  - Case  dismissed  on  the  grounds  that  it  had  not 
been  established  beyond  all  reasonable  doubt  that  the  fly  v/as 
in  the  sausage  at  the  time  of  sale  to  the  customer. 

2.  Whisky  - Adulterated,  16%  deficient  in  Proof  Spirit 
Pined  £20  and  £3®  5s . Od.  costs ^ 

3*  Curried  Chicken  and  Mushroom  - Deficient  in  Meat  content  68% 
Pined  £15  and  £3o  5s.  Od.  costs. 

Curried  Chicken  and  Mushroom  -»  Deficient  in  Meat  content 
56.5%  Pined  £15  and  £3.  5s.  Ode  costs. 
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Merchandise  Marks  Act  Offences 


Failure  to  indicate  to  the  customer  that  the  goods  were 
imported  products o 


(1) 

Canary  Tomatoes 

— 

Fined 

£1 

(2) 

Dutch  Tomatoes 

— 

Fined 

£1 

(3) 

Tasmanian  Apples 

Fined 

£1 

Label linp;  Irregularities 

Ready  Mix  Ice  Creajn  Powder ^ Pernivit  Tablets 5 Tyrocane 
Lozenges,  Cod  Liver  Oil  capsules. 

Exception  was  taken  in  respect  of  the  presentation  or 
omission  of  information  given  on  the  package  labels.  The  firms  were 
contacted  and  will  bear  the  matter  in  mind  when  new  labels  are  obtained 


MILK 

Composition 

The  general  standard  of  compositional  quality  of  milk 
retailed  in  this  area  remains  good.  98  samples  of  ordinary  milk,  and 
25  samples  of  '^Channel  Island^^  milk  were  found  to  conform  to  the  legal 
standards  of  Milk  Fat  and  non-fatty  solids  percentages. 

Only  two  samples  of  milk  were  reported  by  the  analyst  as 
being  unsatisfactory.  Both  cases  were  capable  of  being  rectified  by 
the  application  of  suitable  methods  to  ensure  proper  mixing  of  the 
milk  prior  to  bottling. 

1.  Milk  Fat  deficient.  The  producer  retailers  premises  were 
visited  and  * Appeal  to  Cow’  Samples  taken.  These  tests  showed 
that  while  a few  cows  produced  low  milk  fats,  others  produced 
high  milk  fat  so  that  with  proper  bulking  of  the  whole  supply 
prior  to  bottling,  the  whole  milk  as  supplied  to  the  public 
could  be  up  to  the  approved  standard.  The  producer  was  advised 
on  this  matter  and  subsequent  samples  were  satisfactory. 

2.  9%  deficient  in  milk  fat.  Another  sample  taken  at  the  same  tim( 
was  perfectly  satisfactory  and  investigation  suggested  the 
deficiency  was  due  to  inadequate  agitation  of  the  milk  while  in 
the  bulk  tank  awaiting  bottling.  Advice  was  given  and  further 
samples  v^/ere  satisfactory. 
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The  Milk  (Special  Designation)  Regal ations^  1960o 

T\7o  milk  pasteurising  premises  and  144  Milk  Dealers 
are  licensed  hy  the  County  Council.  Visits  are  made  to^milk 
premises  hy  the  County  Health  Inspector  and  samples  of*  milk  si^.h- 
mitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Lincoln  for  tests  as  to^ 
the  adequacy  of  Heat  Treatment  and  the  Keeping  Quality  of  the  milk 
are  made.  Inspections  of  the  Processing  Plants,  Heat  recorders 
and  thermometers  are  made  and  checks  carried  out  on  the  cleanliness 
of  bottles  and  churns.  Milk  sample  failures  are  investigated  and 
re-sampling  carried  out. 


The  following  are  the  numbers  and  types  of  milk  samples 
taken  together  with  samples  that  failed  the  appropriate  test. 


No.  of 

Failed  Keeping 

Failed  Heat 

Type  of  Sample 

Samples 

Quality  Test 

Treatoent  Test 

.’Pasteurised 

284 

4 

1 

Pasteurised  T.T. 

182 

1 

Sterilised 

35 

Raw  T . T <, 

34 

- 

- 

Totals:-  j 

$ 

t 

535 

5 

. 

1 

Biolop:ical  Milk  Samples 

17  samples  of  Raw  Milk  being  retailed  were  submitted  for 
tests  for  Tubercle  Bacilli  and  Brucella  Abortus.  All  were  negative. 
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DISINFESTATION 


Rodent  Control 


Domestic  premises  in  the  area  are  treated  free*  A 
charge  is  made  on  all  “business  premises,  farms  and  other  statutory 
undertakings.  Work  to  the  value  of  £225.  8.  7d.  was  carried 

out  in  the  year  under  review. 

Details  of  work  on  rat  and  mice  destruction  is  set  out 
in  the  following  table . 


II,. 1.1  

1 

Type  of  property 

Non-iig  r i cul  t ur  al 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

0 

0 

Houses 

Others 

Total 

Agricultural 

Number  of  properties 
in  district 

60 

7183 

1271 

8514 

1700 

Total  inspected  after 
notification 

— 

19 

2 

21 

6 

Number  infested  by 

Common  Rat.  Major 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6 

Minor 

— 

17 

2 

19 

House  mouse. Major 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Minor 

— 

1 

- 

1 

- 

Total  inspected 
during  survey 

27 

229 

22 

278 

46 

Number  infested  by 

Comm. on  Rat.  Major 

5 

1 

6 

30 

Minor 

22 

227 

20 

269 

14 

House  mouse .Major 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Minor 

— 

2 



3 



1 

Number  of  infested 

1 

> 

« 

properties  treated 

by  Local  Authority 

1 

33 

5 

255 

27  ! 

315 

52 
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Insect  Control 


Complaints  wore  received  in  respect  of  cockroaches, 
fleas,  ants,  wasps  and  flour  mites.  Advice  and  ^ 

measures  were  carried  out  "by  the  Council  operator  and  ay  a p 

fumigation  firm* 

Hydrogen  Cyanide  Regulations 

Notice  was  received  that  a flour  mill  in  the  area  was 
heing  treated  in  accordance  with  the  ahove  Regulations  for  erad- 
ication of  grain  v/eevilSo  A visit  was  paid  to  the  firm  concernedo 

PETROLEUM 


A total  of  215  installations  were  licensed  hy  the 

Council • 


Vi/hilst  all  new  installations  are  checked  for  compliance 
with  the  Code,  it  has  not  “been  possihle  to  visit  more  than  a few  of 
the  existing  installations.  This  is  an  unsatisfactory  situation© 

One  disused  tank  was  dealt  v/ith  during  the  year. 

FACTORIES  ACT 


General  Health  Provisions  at  Factories o 


The  following  table  gives  details  of  the  inspection  of 
factory  premises  during  1963*  There  were  no  prosecutions© 


Factories  Act^  1937  and  1948 


Factories  without  power  3 
Factories  with  power  102 
Y/orks  of  building  operations  1 


Number  of  Written 

Inspections  Notices 


Nil 

41  Nil 

1 Nil 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found;-  Nil 


Outworkers 


visited. 


2 outworkers  are  em.ployed  in  the  District,  both  were 


V 


